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Xenakis examines the responses of Soviet experts in American academia—primarily political scientists, but
also economists and defense scholars who specialized in the USSR—to the unfolding evidence of Soviet
reform during the 1970s and 1980s and to its ultimate collapse. He concludes that American Sovietologists
and other political scientists were more responsive to the Cold War consensus—to the needs of the State
Department, Defense, and CIA policy makers and to the official Washington line of the moment—than to the
changing face of the Soviet Union.

As Xenakis makes clear, many of the Cold War ideas and attitudes shared by Sovietologists—the notion that
the USSR was an evil empire; the idea that Soviet society was irredeemably xenophobic and indolent; that
the Soviet political and economic system could not be fixed or reformed; and the view that the best way for
Washington to deal with Moscow's influence was to contain the USSR through arms races, global, and proxy
wars—were reminiscent of the policies and arguments of the Truman and Eisenhower administrations, not to
the facts on the ground in the 1970s and 1980s. An important work for scholars, students, and researchers
involved with Soviet and Russian studies, international political and military affairs, intellectual history, and
the relationship between academia and the government.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Penrose:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take What Happened to the Soviet Union?: How and Why
American Sovietologists Were Caught by Surprise as your daily resource information.

Lydia Donaldson:

Precisely why? Because this What Happened to the Soviet Union?: How and Why American Sovietologists
Were Caught by Surprise is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but
latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Rick Briones:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This What Happened to the Soviet Union?:
How and Why American Sovietologists Were Caught by Surprise is simple to create you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mitchell Boone:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This What Happened to the Soviet Union?:
How and Why American Sovietologists Were Caught by Surprise can be the reply, oh how comes? A book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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